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SUBJ: SAUDI FOREIGN MINISTER BELIEVES RESUMPTION OF WAR 
IS NOT IMMINENT 

1. SAYYID OMAR SAQQAF, SAUDI MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, TOLD THE AMBASSADOR YESTERDAY THAT 

HE HAD RECENTLY HEARD ALL MANNER OF RUMORS AND REPORTS 
ABOUT THE RESUMPTION OF HOSTILITIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS AND THAT SYRIA WILL BE THE CAUSE. 
HE SAID HE WAS SURE THE AMERICANS HAD HEARD THE SAME 
REPORTS HERE, IN CAIRO, BEIRUT AND ELSEWHERE AND 
HE ASSUMED ANY INFORMATION WE HAD WAS PROMPTLY 
PASSED ON TO ISRAEL. 

2. BECAUSE THIS TALK WAS SO WIDESPREAD, HE SAID 
HE DISCOUNTED THE POSSIBILITY COMPLETELY. 

3. HE THOUGHT SYRIAN MORALE WAS HIGH AND THE 
SYRIANS, EVEN MORE THAN THE EGYPTIANS AND THE 
SAUDIS, WERE SCEPTICAL ABOUT THE USG'S CHANCES 
OF SUCCESS IN GETTING ISRAEL TO ACCEPT A PEACE 
THE ARABS COULD LIVE WITH. FOR THIS REASON, SOME 
SYRIANS MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO START THE WAR AGAIN 
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WERE IT NOT FOR THE FACT THAT THEY HAD BEEN INFORMED 
THEY WOULD GET NO MILITARY SUPPORT FROM ANY OF THEIR 
NEIGHBORS AND NO FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM SAUDI ARABIA. 
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4. THE AMBASSADOR ASKED IF IT WEREN'T POSSIBLE THAT 
THE SYRIANS HOPED EGYPT AND THE OTHER ARABS WOULD BE 
DRAWN, MALGRE EUX, INTO THE FIGHTING IF IT WERE RESUMED. 
SAQQAF REPLIED THAT SYRIA COULDN'T AFFORD TO THAKE 
THIS CHANCE. 

5. SAQQAF CAUTIONED THE AMBASSADOR NOT TO CONCLUDE 
FROM THIS THAT HE OR KING FAISAL THOUGHT PEACE HAD 
ALREADY BEEN ACHIEVED. IF ISRAEL REFUSED TO WITHDRAW 
FROM THE ARAB LANDS IT HAS OCCUPIED SINCE 1967 
THERE WOULD EVENTUALLY BE ANOTHER WAR; AND IF IT 
REFUSED TO START WITHDRAWAL SOON, THE WAR WOULD 
NOT BE TOO FAR OFF. OF COURSE, HE ADDED, ISRAEL 
COULD ALWAYS TRY A PRE-EMPTIVE STRIKE AGAINST 
DAMASCUS OR EVEN TRY TO OCCUPY SOUTHERN LEBANON 
IN THIS CASE, THE OTHER ARABS WOULD IMMEDIATELY 
COMETO THE SUPPORT OF THEIR ARAB BROTHERS. 

AKINS 
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